Richard Smith 


REPLY 


Wherein I have Cleared my ſelf and others 
from the Lyes and Slanders which he (as his uſual 
manner is) hath caſt upon us, 


Written by Alexander Lawrexce, 


D—— 


The Backſlider in Heart ſhall be filled with his own Wayes ; 
and Good Man Shall be ſatisfied from himſelf. 

A Wiſe Man feareth, and departeth from Evil , but the Fool 
rageth, and is confident, Prov. 14. 14, 16.. Fo 
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Puinted in the Year 1678. 
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Ichard Smith calls his Paper, printed 1n the ycar r678, 
R A brief Reply to-RlexanderiLawrence's Pamphler, on- 
tituled, An Anſwer toRichard Emith;, but how little 
there is of that in it, is calily diſcerned by any reafon- 
able perſon that may read my\Antwer and his Reply ;, but inſtead 
thereof many Reflection; and Slanders by him caſt upon us, a: 
intheir time and place will appear : my Anſwer was chiefly to: 
th> clearing of us the People of God called Qakers, more par 
ticularly we-inthis County -of Corſuire, from the Wrong, [1 
juſtice and Falte Acculation by him charged upon us in the man- 
nagement of the Difference depending between him and Dare: 
Madgdock.,, which accordingly I did, and not one word, that | 
know of, in his Reply doth gain-fay what I wrote in my Ankres 
touchingthat matter, 4vhich was'the Ground of the Dffcrence, 
or at leaſt-he prerended it fo, between him and us; fot ati: 
may reaſonably be concluded, the Man, as touching that mar- 
ter, was faticfhed by my Anſwer, or otharwayes was not able ty 
gain-fay. what was wtitten therein, and proved by {evera! Wit- 
nefſes ; theugh be is minded to call my Anſwer, pag. 1 1. ofhi; 
Reply, A piece bf the preateft Hypocrifie and Deceit imaginable, 
bur it had been Man-like in him to have ſhewed whercin, if ht: 
could; but I conceive, ſober conſiderate perſons will be morc 
wiſe than to take it to be to becanſe Richard Smith faith it, eſpe- 
cially being his Tongue is his own, and he canſay what he.plcal- 
eth,that will make for himſelf,as in its time and placc will appcar, 
Richard Smith, pag. 3. 1noleſs,laith he, call and refer to 14- 
tional, impartial, ſober-minded men to judge the Cauſe ;, by « 
which, ſaith he, one would think, the man was ſeriom and in go 
earneſt. Fr | | 
Anſw. 1 was and am ſo, and &6 leave what there mentioned 
to the ſcriqus Confideratien and Judgment of ſuch Perions, and 
do believe and know there are many in this County, which are 
not called Quakers, who are able to judge of thoſe things, 
leave to their Conſideration and Judgment; yet this doth not 
at all cut the Throgt of *m»y'Canſe, as Richard Smith : the 
ame 
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fame page faith it doth: for the firſt thing 1 leave te the ſober” 


Reader, pag. 6: .is, Whether it had not been as fit for &. Smir/; 
to have come to ſome of us,to have ſhew'd his Book,tituled, Leghe 
anchangeable,before he had publiſhed it,as 1 did mine to him,as to 
do what he did, mentioned in my Avtwer p.6. Thefſecond thing 
1 appeal to any reaſonable man in, to judge of, is pag. io. Whe- 
ther we received a Falfe Accuſation avainſt Rich. Smith when l:e 
was not preſent,as he 1allly chargeth us wedid. The third thing, 
pag. 11. I appeal toſuch in, is tojudge, by what is therein truly 
laitdown, whether we bad wronged Aichard Smith a.cordins 
to what he made a noiſe of. The fourth thing iz in pag. 13. of 
my Anſwer, That no rationable man can in reafon judge, tiiat 1 
ſhould charge Richard Smith to deny that they never were, lee- 


ing the Scriptures are ſo full that they werc in their time and ſea - 


ſon, viz. Water-Baptiſm and Breakin of Bread, thele are the 
things, though Richard Smith in pag. 3, of his Reply mention; 
Points of Religion, 1leave to rational impattial-minded men t9 
judge of, az any man that reacs my Anlwer may find in the pages 
mentioned, of which thinzs, and deeper than thefe doubtlets, 
many are able to judge, which are not called Quakers, unts 
whoſe ſerious Confideration and Judgment I again leave them 
that may read botn Richard Smith's and my Anſwer. 
The next thing that &rchard Smith tells the Reader of, is, That 
a Paper of George Fox's was brought to him, in which George 
Fox ſaith, many Friends came to him concerning Marriages, ts 
know what they ſhould do inthat Caſe, ſo that ut way now (laith 
R. Smith) be ſea/onably asked, What 15 become of the Light of 
Coriſt, ſo cryed up for the only ſufficient Teacher, to teach all things 
requiſit for men to know ? | 
Anſw. The Liptt is as ſufficient as ever it was, blcfl:d be the 
God of Light forever ; and this no more prove: the Light to be 
defeRive, or that they durft not truſt to it in this our Day and 
Generation, becaule of ſpeaking to G.F. as aforclaid (as R:ck. 
Smith, pag. 4. unchriſtiat-like faith it doth) than it proved thc 
Light defetive, or that they durſt not truſt to it in the primitive 
time, . when Par and Barnabas, and certain others of thei, 
Atts 15.2. ſhould go up to Feruſalem to the Apoſtles and El- 
ders there, - to know what they muſt do as touching Eircumciſi- 
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6 3 mightit not a3 well at that time have been fais, What # be. 
come of the [ufficieticy of the Light ..( Pan'y abat fiat Apoſtle of 
the Gextiles was ſent to turn people to, Atts 26.18? ) Dothnat 
fending to the Apoſtles an: Eleers at Jeruſalem, to know what 
you muſt doin this caſe, prove eithcr t « Light is defective, or 
you dare not truſttoit? nay, this doth not follow, but ſhey- 
eth that ſome are come to a more full Age in the Trut', and 
io to a more clear and deep ſenſe and Knowledge of the 
Mind and Will of God, and of things relating to his Kingdom 
than others, and ſuch the God of Heaven in his infinite Wi. 
dom and Goocnels is pkca!ea to make uſe of, as Ioſtruments 1a iis 
hand, for the Benefit and Comfort ef tuch who are inore weak, 
and ſome but as Babes in Chriſt, which the Apoſtles and El. 
ders in their day did not reject, but wrote to them wiat they 
ſhould do, which when they had reccived, they re;oyced tor 
the Conſolation, verl. 3i. as many faithiul Ones do now tor what 
God hath been pleaſed todo by George Fox and many othes E- 
ders and Farhers, as Inſtruments in his Hand for the Well-being 
ard Government of his Church, for which we bleſs the Name 0: 
our God, who gave ſome Apoſtles, fome Prophets, and ſome 
Evangeliſts, and ſeme Paſtors and Teachers, for the«pertectin; 
of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edify:n3 
of the Body of Chrift,. till we. all come in the Unity of the Faith, 
and of the Knowledge of the Son'of God, . unto a perfect man, 
unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Ephe/. 
4. 11,12,13. R. Smith might as well have ſaid, as many do,What 
need you to preach, pray, b:ald up, exhort, adviſe, counſel, admon:, 
reprove, and ſuch like. holy Duties ? (is not the Light ſufficient ? 
what is become of. the ſufficiency thereof, ſo much cryed up by you, 
as Cavil againſt Friends for ſome coming to &eorge Fox to knons 
what they muſt do as in the eaſe of Marriages, for their fo do- 
ing doth not prove the Light defeRive, or that ſuch durſt not 
truſt toit: this is not what Richard Smith hath formerly {ail 
and done; fo let him and others conſider who it is that is alter- 
ed, for weare the ſame we were twenty Years and more ago, 
who abide faithfull both in Principle, Doctrine and Practice, and 
nothing denyed or gone from that we at firſt held, though ſome 
things are added for the benefit in the Government of tage 
0: 54Y #44 « 
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ef Chrift, as it was in the Primitive Time, as I profered to Rich- 
ard Smit?s Face in his Houfe to prove, if he wo.1d ceny it, 
which he did not; and he would have. been aſhamedence with- 
in ſeven Years laſt paſt (and as many before that as to make them 
twenty) to have [poken or written after this manner - but it is 
no more nor otherwile then the old Spirit ofthe Ranter coming 
forth in a new appearance, which Fath aſſumed many ſhapes in 
our Day,to withſtand the Simplicity that is in the Truth, and for 
Liberty to itfelt which the God of Truth hath and will blaſt and 
bring to nought. 

The next thing Richard Smith {peaks of, A great Ierting in 
thu County of Cheſhire where Womcns- Mectings were preps ſidl iy 
William Gandy a:d Thomas Briggs, two of George Fox's prc- 
ſelites, as he calls them, ro ſpeak ſo flightily of ſuch trat he hath 

formerly had an eſteem and reſpect tor (and they arc the {eme 
they were) will make him never the better thought &f by ſober 
People: he faith, that I and moſi of the Meeting gainſaid thim. 
Ashe there laycth it down, the thing is not true, as I can bring 
ſeveral to witneſs, tor neither-I nor other+ did oppele them tm- 
ply as touching Womens- Meetings, but as judging there was no 
need for them to concern themſelves in cur County about ſun.c 
things,as looking after the Poor,&c. which fem® of the Women 
out of their Chr:ſtian- Charity were willing to Communicate un- 
to, and kavea Fand in the diſpoſal oft, which I and foine others 
ina high mind ti ought necdlef>; antit is not our ſelves we 
ſtand to juſtifie, but the Truth, and the Simplicity rt! ercin, :n4 
whoſoever gocth from it,goeth into Error;S the Spirit of Truth, 
that cannot Err, and men that believe in, and are guiced by ir, 
therein Err not, but by it are led into all Truth : 2m for R. $. 
to.lay what is ſaid as touching 1Mirr:iam, Dt borab, ind Panl”s 
paſtoral charge to Tits, Paul, ſpeaking to the Women that re- 
forted to the place where Prayer was wort to be mave.anc whar 
hath bin ſaid to the Scriptures is nothing to the matter, & +: Þot a 

ſufficient Argument to prove it {o,for R.S.p.5,6.menticing what 

G. Fox, W. Penn, R. Bartlet & G.Whitchena, lav, they arcable 

to anſwer for themſelves, and ”. Perz did ive him an anſwer 

thereunto in Writing,which might have ſati-fiec him, 

Inthenext place I ſhall clear my ſelf ſronAthe Lyes & FRE A 
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he in pag.13, chargeth me with, % to be guilty ef: RS. ſaith,/t ; 
a 60mm01 ſaying, 4 Lyar uſes to have aready wit and quick, memory 
(Fave heardit ſxid, he had need of it) both whieh, faith R.S, 
Aieemmler [,awrence wanted when he writ his Book. 

Aaſw. 1f 1 had not, nos have notto large a Mealure of them 
25 ſome others have, yet | bleſs God, Lhad fo much as to vrite 
nothing but Truth; as hereby through Gods h:lp I doubt not to 
make appear, though Richard Smith would inlenfe fuch who 
may come to read hi: Reply to the contrary. 4 

Richard Smith (ays, pag.8. of his Reply, Thar / ſay, pag. 11, 
of my Anſwer, that I knew not he had ſpoke againſt Vomen;-.ire- 
tings till after ſuch a time, yet in pag. 15. Igive my ſelf the Lye, 
7 confeſſing, and ſaying within a Parentheſis, though it may be 
fome of us have been of the ſame mind with thee. 

Aaſw. No:y lee the Diſhoneſty of this man, lay inmy An- 
{wer, pag. 11.line 20. And then thou began to ſpeak ang iwrite 
again't Women -Mrzetings, an1 not before, ſince that at Loz- 
aon, which thou chiefly objeted againſt, though that was done 
above nine Moneths before this I mention, yet nothing that ] 
know of ſail agaimſt it till aft ex this time, which was the time we 
had todo between Thomas Davantport and him, as in pag.10,11. 
of my Anfiver is mentioned at large, theſe words [ (ince that at 
London | Richard Smith'leaves forth,which wholly alters the caſe, 
for that which | mention, pag. 15. was at that great Mecting 
he mention pag. 4. of his Reply, where he ſaith, ) and mo/t 
gain-/ayed them,to wit, William Gandy and Thomas Briggs, which 
was bcfore that at London, for he faith in the fame pag. 4. of 
his Reply, not long after that Alex. Lawrence and ſome others 
went to that great Meeting at London, 1675 .&there ſet their hana 
toa Paper, &c. Therefore Richard Smith leaving fortn thc 
time, by me mentioned,which was fo plain'before his Eycs,where- 
by to alter the ſenfe of my words, is nolels then wilfull Wicked- 
neſs in him, and upon his own Head I return the: Lye : The /c- 


cond Lye R.Smith chargcth me with, and a piece of Forgery, 1 - 


am gui tyof, as he ſaith, is in the ſame paz. 8. that I ſhould ſay 
that in my pag. 11. which he did not fay in his Light Unchangeaole, 
page 7. nor in any page ef his Book; my words, page 11. 
of my Anlwer arc theſe, Line fixzeen andfoon ; and there- 
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to come to Meetings, which accordingly he did, ard this thi 

was it, as thoucalle fit, pinch't thee the moſt of any thing done by 
44, pag.7. the word pinch is that which I had relation to in this 
matter, ſaith Richard Smith, pag.8. There is neither inthat page, 
VI&7. nor ar yoth'r in my Book any ſuch Expreſſ on of mine, |et 
any that hath his Book cntituled, Light Unchanzeable, read p.7. 


line 19, and on, and there they may find trele words, As by the * 


ſequel will appear ,h :ting beyond all Beunds of Civility heen ſo prnche 

with Wronzs and Delayes from ſuch, &c. Here he laith, be- 
yond all Bounds of Civility fo pinch*t,which is the word I inſiſted 
upon, or intend in mine: therefore let any ſober Perſon judge 
who is the Lyar and -Forger,, Richard Smith, or A:exanaer 
Lawrence, | 

The third Lye and picce of Forgery he cnargeth me with, 1s in 
the ſamepaze, that I charge him noleſ* then three times in my Book, 
in adding to my Anſwers. 

Anſw. 1o which he hath allo very UggChrif447»'ike, yea, and 
Un-Man-like abuſed me, in takins part of my words, and ſ:pa- 
rating them which are joyned together in my Anfwer, pag. 5. 
Fne 14, 15. theſe are my words, alſo adding or diminiſhing to all 
or molt of.my Anſwers to thy Queries. 

Tye ſecond place he mentions is page 13. theſe are my words, 
*In the next place I come to ſpeak of my Anlwers to thy Queries 
*and therein to prove unto thee and others what I laid betore, 
© viz. that thouhat IN ALL or Moſt of them either AD- 
*FDED or DIMINISHED : Now let any impartial 
man judge. whether it be fair in R. Smith only to fav, [/aid be 
Added, when I ſay he either ADDED or DIMINISHED, 
and I did prove he Diminiſhed in moſt of them, which He would 

put off himſclf IN SAY iNG ITS NOT ErmyC, £117 and 
Forging, and to ſay of him pag. 13. quoting Margin 26. ofthis, 
that is my Anſwer, which ſays he, be aid not ſay: he lays in Mar- 
Sin 26. Book entituled, Light unchangealle, Anſwer to th: firft 
Query » Which Anſwer was mine and no mans elſe, therefore it muſt 
ether be my Anſwer or no mans, yet he ſaith, he aid nor ſay is 
WAL 71716, | 


What pitifull ſhifts are theſe to hide Deceit, but ti.ey ar too 
wigrt 
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upon we advifed and defired him, to wit, 'Thomas Dxrvantpo ye 
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ſhort any rationable man may ſee them. The third place he cites 
is pag. 18, of my Agſwer, my words are theſe : ©So have [ 
© hewed wherein thou haſt either Added or Diminiſh:d from all 
© or moſt of my An/wers, for what end is known to thy ſelf: There- 
torcl2t any ſober perlon judge whether R. Smith hath not dealt 
Lin-Chriftian-like, yea, Un-Man-like in ſaying, T- fay be hath 
Aaaed, when inall the three places by him cited, I ſay, he hath 
added or diminiſhed, which in my Aufwer to his, as betore, [ did 
clearly prove. - | | 

Another piece of Forgexy he chargeth me with is in the ſame 
with that which he in his Margincalls, the ſecond Lye about the 
werd pirch;, therefore my Anſwer thereunto may ſerve, only 1 
may fay, the man did not only want good memory and quick wit, 
but alfo good Eye-ſi3ht, or otherwiſe he would not have writ- 
ten fo many Lyes and Slanders in one page, vie. 8. and one twice 
over, or elſe he wanted Matter to fill it up ; buthowever, his 
Tongue is his own, and hggan ſay what will fit his own turn. 

He tells people of an EF, as he calls it, and as though there- 
by we would Violate the Bonds of Relations, fo as toteach Wife to 
deay Husband, Children Parents, Servants Maſters, &c. 

Becauſe we therein deny him, he being gone out of the Fear 
and Wiſdom of God, which doth not-in the leaſt imply ſuch a 
ihing, though he would draw ſuch a concluſion from it, there- 
by to render us contemptible inſober Peoples minds, which is a 
further manifeſtation of his Mind and Intent towards us, but it 
had been fitter for him to have been ſilent herein, except he had 
kept the Bends of Relations at Home, better then he hath done, 

R.S.faith, pag-11. of his Reply, That he takes Religion to be 4 
cloſe walking with God in thoſe boly Duties the Goſpel enjoyns. 

nſw. If that be true Religion, let ſuch as know him, and ſuch 
as may come to read hiz Words and Adtions mentioned herein, 
judge whether he be found in theperformance thereof or no. 

blad there not been anecefſity for the clearing of the Truth 
from his Lyes and Slanders, I ſhou'd rather choſe to have been 
filent, knowing the bad ule that many will make of ſuch things, 
ſaving, They are at difference among themſelves, and the like, but 
Truth is but one, and they that arein it, and keepeto it, are in 


Unity tkereta. 
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